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Chapter 8: Infrastructure 

 

Infrastructure: Meaning and Types: Case Studies: Health: Problems and Policies- A 

critical assessment 

 

Introduction: 

• Infrastructure refers to all such essential services and facilities, which are needed to provide 

different kinds of services  to raise the economic growth of a country. 

• It contributes to economic development of a country both by raising the productivity of factors 

of production and improving the quality of life of its people. 

• Infrastructure provides supporting services in the main areas of industrial and 

agricultural production, domestic and foreign trade and commerce. 

• These services include roads, railways, ports, airports, dams, power stations, oil and gas 

pipelines, telecommunication facilities, the country’s educational system including schools 

and colleges, health system including hospitals, sanitary system including clean drinking 

water facilities and the monetary system including banks, insurance and other financial 

institutions. 

 

Types of Infrastructure: It is divided into two categories. 

Economic Infrastructure: Infrastructure associated with energy, transportation, and communication 

are included in this category. They provide tools. 

Social Infrastructure: Social infrastructure includes those related to education, health, and housing. 

These provide the skills to work upon tools. 

 

Difference between Social and Economic Infrastructure: 

Social Infrastructure Economic Infrastructure 



It indirectly helps the economic 

system. 

 

It directly helps the economic system. 

It improves quality of human 

resource. 

It improves the quality of economic 

resource. 

For ex-Health, Education and 

Housing 

For ex- Energy, Transport and 

Communication 

Relevance or Importance of infrastructure (pg 141) 

• Support system for the efficient working of a modern industrial economy. 

• Support system of modern agriculture. 

• Raises productivity of factors pf production. 

• Improves the quality of life of people. 

•  Provides employment opportunities. 

• Raises economic development 

The state of infrastructure in India: (pg 142-143) 

• Inadequate government investment: India invests approximate 5 percent of its GDP on 

infrastructure. 

• Role of Private sector: Private sector by itself and in partnership with the public sector has 

started playing a very important role in the infrastructure development. 

• India needs to develop its infrastructure especially in rural energy requirement, water, basic 

amenities, and sanitation. 

• In rural areas despite so much technical progress in the world, rural women are still using 

biofuels such as crop residues, dung and fuel wood to meet their energy requirement.  

• They walk long distances to fetch fuel, water and other basic needs. 

• The census 2001 shows that in rural India only 56 per cent households have an electricity 

connection and 43 per cent still use kerosene.  

• About 90 per cent of the rural households use biofuels for cooking.  

• Tap water availability is limited to only 24 per cent rural households. About 76 per cent of the 

population drinks water from open sources such as wells, tanks, ponds, lakes, rivers, canals, etc.  

• Access to improved sanitation in rural areas was only 20 per cent. 

• ‘The Infrastructure and the Economic development of a country go hand in hand’ ( pg 143): 

 



Health: 

• Health: Health is not only absence of disease but also the ability to realise one’s potential. It is a 

yardstick of one’s wellbeing. Health is the holistic process related to the overall growth and 

development of the nation. 

• This infrastructure includes hospital, beds, equipment required in hospital. 

State of health infrastructure: 

• The government has the constitutional obligation to guide and regulate all health-related issues, 

such as medical education, adulteration of food, drugs and poisons, medical profession etc. 

 

• The Union Government evolves broad policies and plans through the Central Council of Health 

and Family Welfare. It collects information and renders financial and technical assistance to 

State governments, Union Territories, and other bodies for the implementation of important 

health programmes in the country. 

 

• Over the years, India has built a vast health infrastructure and manpower at different levels. At 

the village level, a variety of hospitals, technically known as Primary Health Centres (PHCs), 

have been set up by the government. 

 

• India also has a large number of hospitals run by voluntary agencies and the private sector. 

 

• Since Independence, there has been a significant expansion in the physical provision of health 

services. During 1951–2017, the number of government hospitals and dispensaries,  hospital 

beds, nursing personnel as well as allopathic doctors together increased. 

 

Private Sector Health Infrastructure: 

•  More than 70 per cent of the hospitals in India are run by the private sector and control nearly 

two-fifth of the beds available in the hospitals. 

• Nearly 60 per cent of dispensaries are run by the same private sector. They provide healthcare 

for 80 per cent of out-patients and 46 per cent of in-patients. 

• This sector has been playing a dominant role in medical education and training, medical 

technology and diagnostics, manufacture and sale of pharmaceuticals, hospital construction and 

the provision of medical services.  

• Scholars point out ,the private sector in India has grown independently without any major 

regulation; some private practitioners are not even registered doctors. 

 

Indian Systems of Medicine (ISM): 

• It includes six systems—Ayurveda,nYoga, Unani, Siddha, Naturopathy and Homeopathy 

(AYUSH). 



•  At present, there are 3,943 AYUSH hospitals and 27,700 dispensaries and as many as 7.4 lakh 

registered practitioners in India. 

• ISMs have huge potential and can solve a large part of our healthcare problems because they are 

effective, 

safe and inexpensive. 

• Indicators of Health and Health 

 

Development of health Services in India: - 

(i) Decline in Death Rate 

(ii) Rise in expectancy of life 

(iii) Decline in Infant Mortality Rate 

(iv) Control over Deadly Diseases. 

Health as an Emerging Challenge: - 

(i) Unequal distribution of health care services. 
(ii) Increasing privatisation of health services. 
(iii) Poor sanitation Level 
(iv) Poor upkeep and maintenance of govt. health centres and poor management 

 

Indicator of health and health infrastructure-a critical appraisal: 

• Health status of country can be assessed thought indicators such as infant mortality rate, 

maternal mortality rate, life expectancy etc. 

• Expenditure on health sector is 1.4 per cent of total GDP which is very low. 

• India has about 17 % of world’s population and it bears only 20% of Global burden of disease.  

• GBD is an indicator used by experts to gauge the number of people dying prematurely due 

to a disease, as well as, the number of years spent by them in a state of ‘disability’ owing to the 

disease. 

• In India, more than half GBD includes communicable diseases such as diarrhea, malaria, 

tuberculosis. 

 

Urban-Rural and poor-rich divide 

 

• 70 percent of India population lives in rural areas and do not have proper health facilities 

compared to urban areas, as in rural areas there is one hospital for 3 lakh population and in urban 

there is one hospital for 25 thousand population. 

• Villagers have no specialized medical care for pediatrics, gynecology, anesthesia, and obstetrics. 

• States, like Bihar, Madhy Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh are relatively lagging behind in 



healthcare facilities. 
 

Women’s health.:  

• Women health across the country has become a matter of great concern by growing incidence of 

female foticides, 3 lakh girls under age of 15 are not only married but have already born child at 

least once. 

• More than 50 % of women have anemia and nutritional anemia caused by iron deficiency which 

has contribute 19% to maternal mortality rate. 

• Abortions are also the reason of maternal morbidity 

---------------------- 

 

 

Important Questions: (1 Mark Questions): 

1. What are the indicators of health status of a country. 

2. Mention one advantage of infrastructure. 

3. What is global burden of disease? 

4. What is morbidity? 

5.  What do you mean by intent mortality rate? 

6. What do you mean by economic infrastructure. 

7. Name the state lagging behind in health care system? 

8. what types of fuels are used by rural women in India? 

9. How much percentage of GDP does India invest on infrastructure? 

10. Which programme was launched in 2006 with objective of correcting regional imbalances in 

provision of healthcare  

a. Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojna 

b. National Rural Health mission 

c. Janani Suraksha Yojna 

d. Integrated Disease Surveillance 

11. All the support structures which facilitates development of a country constitute its  

a. None 

b. Infrastructure 

c. Manufactures 

d. Construction 

12. India's infant mortality rate at 1000 live birth is:  

a. 56 

b. 78 

c. 46 

d. 68 

13. Give the negative effect of transport.  

https://mycbseguide.com/test-generator/
https://mycbseguide.com/test-generator/


14. Mention any two components which are included in social infrastructure.  

15. Why has the child sex ratio in India improved since 1991?  

Short Answer Type Questions [3/4 marks]: 

1  What do you mean by mordibidy ? What are the factors affecting it 

3  Explain the two categories, into which infrastructure is divided how are both interdependent. 

4. How do infrastructure facilities boost production? 

6. Write a short note on the alternative systems of health care in India? 

8. How does infrastructure contribute to the economic development of economy? 

10. How can we increase the effectiveness of healthcare programme? 

13. Health care in India is suffering from urban-rural and rich-poor divide. Explain how?  

14. Some infrastructural facilities have a direct impact on production of goods and services while 

others give indirect support by building the social sector of the economy. Using the above 

information, differentiate between social and economic infrastructure.  

15. How are economic growth and infrastructure development related to each other?  

Long Answer Type Questions [6 marks] : 

1.  

 How does infrastcture play an important role in the social and economic development of our 

economy? 

2. What is the three tier system of health infrastructure in India? 

3. What are the measures taken to cope up with challenges facing the health sector? 

4. How can we increase the effectivenes of health care programmes? 

5. What are the main characteristics of health of the people of our country? 

6.  How does infrastructure contribute to development of a country? Explain. 

7.  What is the contribution of NGOs in health care in India? 

8. What are the main characteristics of health of the people of our country?  

9. Very few doctors are willing to live in rural areas. In these circumstances, how can we develop 

health infrastructure in rural areas. 

----------



 


